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1051  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsoriby
i8th May. 1884.
I think I can venture to say
1.  That the view of the Government in no way includes any
separate engagement with France.
2.  That it does not contemplate any secret engagement what-
ever ;  from those we have suffered much and the burnt child
dreads the fire.
3.  That it does not imply necessary withdrawal from Egypt at a
given time. Some will hope withdrawal may be possible within a
time shorter than 5 years ; some may desire one longer. All that
is contemplated is that if longer it shall be (at least) with assent
of the Powers who by the law of Europe have authority in respect
to Egypt greater than that of any single state.
I am very glad that the Queen does not desire to prolong our
stay except in the case of necessity ; and according to the view
of the Cabinet as I understand it (and this letter is of course mine,
not theirs) we should have the aid in judging about that necessity,
of the highest authority known to public law.
1052  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
jo, DOWNING STREET. WHITEHALL. May 24. 1884,
Mr. Gladstone . * . introduces his report of the Cabinet of
today with humbly tendering his best wishes, on the recurrence
of Your Majesty's birthday, for a long and happy future
to Your Majesty's life and reign. The Cabinet first of all
considered what course they were to adopt with regard to the
proposal which will be made to introduce a Parliamentary fran-
chise for women into the Franchise Bill.
Without pronouncing any positive opinion on the merits of
the proposal, the Cabinet consider that it is essential to avoid the
importation of new Franchises into the Bill, for fear of affording
any reasonable or plausible cause for its rejection in the House of
Lords and all the evils and even dangers that would thence ensue.
The Cabinet also authorised Mr. Gladstone, very much with the
same prudential views, to introduce into the Bill a date post-
poning its operation, in case the course of discussion should make
it appear desirable. . . .